=s " 
* * 
„ E 


. 
- * 


p 


„ 


In ANSWER to a great and ingenious 
Lady, that asked, How ſhe might 
have an Idea of the Divinity of 
Chriſt, without a Notion of Two 
Gods.” | 
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TRINITY in UNITY. 


In Anſwer to a great and i ingenious 
Lady, that asked, How ſhe might 
have an Idea of the Divinity. 


of Chriſt, without a Notion of 
two Gods ? 


INC E your Queſtion is 
only concerning the Divi- 
nity of our bleſſed Saviour 


% 2 3 2 Jeſus Chriſt, therefore to 
make my Anſwer as ſhort 

as I can, I ſhall not engage my ſelf in 
any Queſtions relating to the Holy 
Ghoſt, nor in any of the Controverſies, 
or Doubts of 4rians, Socinians, or other 
cither 


_” | ; | 
= PE} 
fue Ancient or Modern bret. 
Which would rather obſcure and puzzle 
the Matter, than clear it; as 1 hope, 
Pg in ſome meaſure to do. 


And in order to give as clear an 
Anſwer, as I can, to this great Myſte- 
IL. ry and difficult Point, I ſhall conſider, 


I. What Notion, or Idea we have of 
G O D. 


Þ II. The Deſcription which the Holy 
1 Scriptures (the only Rule we can be 
directed by) give of God the Son. 


As to the Firſt, I ſhall only demand, 
what Notion or Conception, you Ma- 
dam, or any other Perſon have of Gov? 
And if you can reſolve me that funda- 
| mental Point, I will ſoon ſhew you, 
| || how you may conceive the Filiation, 


and Unity of the Son with the Fas 
ther. 


And 


ä 


(73 


2 And as for the Notion we hzgve of 
the Deity, I ſuppoſe it will be owned; 
That we can form no true and adequate 
Idea of a Spirit; and much leſs of that 
infinite Spirit, Go p: Becauſe all our 
* Tdeas are formed from Senſible Objects. 
And therefore when we would form an 
Idea of a Spirit, we do it by abſtracting, 
in our Minds, as much from Matter, 
as we can, and conceiving a Subſtance. 
as ſubtile, pure, and free from Matter, 
as poſſible, But after we have ab- 
tracted as long as we can, the Reſult of 
all is no other than ſome fine, pure, 
ethereal Matter; a thing very different 
from the Nature of a Spirit, 


But for want of more juſt and ade- 
quate Notions of the Nature of a 
Spirit, we muſt be content with ſuch 
as we can obtain. And accordingly 
our Ideas of Gad, can be no other 


* Nihil eft in Intellectu, quod non fuit prius in Sen- 
ſibus. 1 2 


than 
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than Analogical, or ſuch as we derive 
from Material and Senſible Objects, 


from that which we eſteem the moſt 


pure and perfect of any thing we 
can think of. For Example, as Light 
is one of the moſt pure, ſubtile, and 
ſpiritual Subſtances that falls under 
our Senſes; ſo it is that which the 
Holy Scriptures frequently likens the 
Divine Nature, at leaſt the Adga, or 


6 Scbecinah unto. 


9 
* 


But leaving you, Madam, to your 
own Conceptions, or Ideas of the 
Godhead, and taking it for granted, 
that you imagine God to be an in- 
finite real Something, you can't deſcribe 
what; a Being we call Spirit, and Sub- 
france, that is preſent in all Places, 
and every part of the Univerſe, or 
of infinite Space; taking I fay this 
for granted, I ſhall 


II. Shew you, how you may form 
an Idea of the Second Perſon in the 


Trinity, 


= 


(9); 

Trinity, from the Deſcription given 
of him in the Holy Scriptures, con- 
formable to ſuch Notions as I have 
ſaid we have of the Godhead. 


Ihe firſt thing I ſhall take notice 
of, ſhall be the Character given of 
the Sn by St. John, and St. Paul. 


As for St. John, the Name he gives 
him of A A, or the Word, is remark- 
able; as being one of the common 
Titles of the Meſſiah among the Anci- 
ent Jews; the Word being the Perſon, 

to whom they aſcribe all or moſt of 


the Appearances of the Schecinah in 
the Old Teſtament. 


This Ah, or Word, St. John faith 


many great things of, but I ſhall 
name but theſe four: 


was in the Beginning. 2.* That he © 
was then with God. 3. That he was 3 
God. 4. That all things were made 


by him; and nothing was made with- 
out him. 


B | 1 


I. That he John i. 1, 


9 0 
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The Account which St. Paul gives 


Col. i. 15, is, That he is the Image of the in- 


16, 


17, 


28. 


AR. xvi. 


v. 2, 3. 


viſible God, the fir ſt-born of every 
creature: that by him all things were 
created that are in heaven and earth, 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: that all things were Crea- 
ted by him, and for him: And that 
he is before all things, and that by 
him all things conſiſt, 72 Tavle & aun 
ww; all things ſub ſiſi in, or by 
him; like that which St. Paul told 
the Athenians, In him we live, and 
move, and have our bcing. And to 
name no more Places, Heb. 1. he 
faith, God hath appointed his Son heir 
of all things; that he made the worlds 
by him; that he is the brightneſs of 
his glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon ; that he upholds all things by 


the word of his power, that God the 


Father ordered all the Angels of God 
to worſhip him; and that he ſaid to 
the Sen, Thy throne, O God, is for 

; | ever 


{17} 


ever and ever; and thou Lord, in the v. * 
- beginning, haſt laid the foundation of v. 10. 


the earth, and the heavens are the 
works of thy hands, &c. 


After theſe Characters, I ſhall take 
notice of the Appearances of our 
Lord in the World, 


1. Before. 


2. When he was manifeſted in the 
Fleſh. 


As to his Appearances before, it 
is the uniyerſal Conſent of the 
Chriſtian Fathers, that the Ad. , 
or God the Son, was in every one 
of the Appearances, where Jehovaß 
was ſaid to be, or where Divine 
Honours were paid; although only an 


Angel was ſaid to have then appear. 
ed. | 


And this was not only the Opi- 
nion of the Primitive Fathers, but 
| 3 of 


(12). 


of Philo, and moſt of the Ancient 


Learned Fews, as the Learned Dr. 
Alix hath abundantly made out in 
his Judgment of the Ancient Jewiſh 
Church againſi the Unitarians. But 
of thole Appearances ( for brevity 
ſake) I ſhall ſingle out only a few, 


that will be ſufficient to explain my 
ſelf. 


The Firſt of which ſhall be, that 
to Moſes in the Buſh: which, Exod. 
111. 2. is faid to be the Angel of the 
Lord; but in the following Verſes, | 


he is called thes Lord, and he ex- 


preſly faith of himſelf, I am the 


i. God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. 


I have ſeen the affiition of my people 
which are in Egypt and I am come 
down to deliver them, and to bring 


them to a good land; with much more 
that evidently ſhews who it was 


that then appeared to Mo/es. 


And 


(13) 


And when he had accordingly 
wrought their Deliverance, all thoſe 
mighty Works that affected it, are 
expreſly ſaid to be wrought by 
Gop; as may be ſeen throughout 
the Hiſtory of that Matter. 


And afterwards in their Nen 
to the Land of Promiſe, it was the 
Lord that went before them in a Pil- EY 
lar of a Cloud, by day; and 'y night, 
in a Pillar of Fire. 


And after their Arrival in the | 4 
Holy Land, the Captain of the Hoſt | 
that appeared to Foſhua, (although 
called an Angel in Moſes's Promiſe of 
him) appears to be the fame Di- 
vine Perſon, that had all along acted 
with them, even God the Son, the 
A0. And as ſuch, Moſes command- 
eth them, to beware of him, and px. Mi. 
obey his voice, and provołe him not; 20 21. 
elſe he would not pardon their ſins. 
And as ſuch, Joſhua paid him Di- Joth. v. 


" 
Vine ? 


% 


14) 
vine Honours ; he fell on» his face 
to the earth, and did worſhip; and 


was commanded to Looſe his ſhoe 


from off his foot, becauſe the place 


whereon he flood was holy: the ſame 
as the Lord commanded Moſes, when 
he appeared to him in the Buſh be- 
fore ſpoken of. 


To theſe I ſhall add no other Ap- 
pearances of the Adycg in the Fewiſh 
State; as his Majeſtick Appearance 
when he gaye the Law on Mount 
Sinai, and many others before, and 
after that: only to confirm Chrif's 
being in theſe Appearances, I ſhall 
take notice that St.. Paul plainly in- 
timates it, when ſpeaking of the 
Rock that yielded them Water for 
their Thirſt in the Wilderneſs, and 
the Cloud that conducted them in 
that loneſome, deſolate Place, he ex- 


3 preſly ſaith, That Rock was Chriſt. 
4 | | 


Having 


(493 ) 


Having thus mentioned as many 
of our Lord's Appearances before his 
Incarnation, as may ſerve my pur- 
poſe, I ſhall but briefly ſpeak of 
his Appearance in the Fleſh. And 
here we find Him, that in the for- 
mer Ages had exhibited himſelf in 
divers Appearances, ſuitable to the 
Occaſion of them; doth now, for 
the Redemption of Mankind, con- 
deſcend to aſſume our Nature : That 
holy thing, called the Son of God, js 
conceived by, and born of the Virgin 
Mary. And in the ſame Body he 
lived, gave full Evidence of his Divi- 
nity; then died, roſe again, aſcended 
into Heaven, and ſitteth now at 
the right Hand of God. 


And thus having traced our Lord | 
through as many of his Appearances 
to the World, as I have occaſion 
for; I come now to the principal 
Point, to ſhew, How you, Madam, 

1 may 


Phil. u. 


Col. ii. 9. 
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3 
may from hence deduce, or form an 
Idea of the Godhead of the Son. 


And this I think is no great Dif- 
ficulty, from what hath been ſaid 
of the foregoing Manifeſtations of God 
the Son. Before he aſſumed our Na- 
ture, he took the Form of a Fire, 
of a Cloud, of an Armed Man, &c. 
and at Mount Sinai, the more Ma- 
jeſtick Appearance of a Legi/lator, 
But in our Nature, he that was in 
the Form of God, and thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God (as St. Saul 
faith ) yet took upon him the form of 
a ſervant, and was made in the like- 
neſs of men. But in this his humble 
State, when Son of Man, he abun- 
dantly demonſtrated that in him dwelt 
all the fulneſs of the godhead bodily. Nar- 
row Bounds for the Habitation of the 
Ia 70 TAfipmuce The O jc, the fulneſs 
of the Godhead; but certainly as ca- 


pable as the Buſb, the Cloud, or even 


Mount Sinai before ſpoken of, 


And 


— 


(29 ) 


And now if we put together, and 
compare what hath been ſaid, con- 
cerning our Notions of a Spirit, and 
particularly of that infinite Spirit, 
Gop; and the Appearances of the 
A%9s, or Second Perſon ;, we may come 
to our Principal Point of all; and in 
few words, ſhew you, Madam, how 
you may form ſuch an Idea (as our 
narrow Underſtandings are capable 
of; namely, an imperfe& one) of 
this great Myſtery, of a Trinity in 
Unity : or how, of the Three Perſons 
in the Godhead, thoſe Two particu- 
larly, which I have confined my 
Diſcourle unto, may exiſt in one 
Divine Subſtance. 


The thing T mean is thus: If we 
- conceive. the H ©z&rn;, the Godhead, 
to be an infinite, immaterial, omni- 
prelent Subſtance; we may then 
conceive the Son as a Part, or (to 
uſe a not uncommon Scripture Term 


C of 


(18) 


Wn. m. of him) a * Branch of that infinite, 


Joh. v. 
22, 27. 


omnipreſent Spirit: that Part of the 
Godhead, that acted in the Creation 
of the World, and hath ever ſince 
been God's Vicegerent in it; in the 
Government thereof; in the Redemp- 
tion of it; and at the laſt Day, in 
the Judg ment thereof. For the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment to the Son. He hath gi- 
ven him authority, or made him his 
Vicegerent, to execute judgment ; be- 
cauſe he is the Son of Man, the Meſſuas, 
who alone can be a viſible. Judge, 


one adapted to ſuch an Office. 


Now according to this Repreſenta- 
tion, the Divine Subſtance from which 
this Branch is derived, may be called 
a Father; and the Branch a Son j 
and the Derivation, a Generation, or 


* The word in the Original tranſlated the Branch, | 


is by the Seventy rendered "Avsman, and is ren er d, 


The Day-Spring, or The Branch hath viſited us, 
Lak. i. 78. 


Be. 


6 
Begetting of the Son. Or ( to uſe 
an Analage of the Ancient Catho- 
licks) if we conceive the Godhead 
under the Idea of Light, or a Glory; 


then the Son is a Ray of that Light, 
or Branch of that Glory. 


And thus, according to ſuch im- 
perfect Conceptions as we have of a 
Spirit, and of God, T have ſhewn you, 
Madam, how you may have an Idea 
of God the Son, diſtinſt from the Fa- 
ther; 1o that you may, in ſome mea- 
{ure, conceive the Meaning of what 
our Lord ſaith, John x. 30. I and the 
Father are one. And v. 38. The Fa- 
ther is in me, and I in him. With 
many other ſuch like Scriptural Ex- 
preffions ; as alſo thoſe Technical Terms, 
contrived by the Orthodox Ancients, 
to explain their Tenets againſt the 
Hereticks of their times : ſuch as their 
aſſerting the Son to be Conſubſtantial 
and Coeſſential, Oyugsna, with the Fa- 
ther; Cocternal and Co-equal with him; 


C 2 God 


(70 ;}) ö 
God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten not made. And 
hereby we neither confound the Per- 


ſons, nor divide the Subſtance, nor make 
one afore, or after other. 


And not only divers ſuch Ob/cu- 
rities are cleared up by this Scheme, 
Which I have given you, Madam; 
but alſo your two great Objections 
are anſwered, vis. againſt the main- 
taining Myſteries being in Revealed 
Religion: and that the Doctrine of a 
Trinity in Unity, is a Contradiction. Pl 


But now if it ſhould be Objected, 
That this Hypotheſis (for no other do 
J call this Scheme) detracts from the 
Infinity of God the Son, and that it 

is Imperfect: I Anſwer to the Firſt, 
That we detract no more from the 
Infinity, of theSon,than we detract from 
the Infinity of the Godhead itſelf, 
when we ſay, its Seat is in Heaven: nor 


more than when we ſay the Son in- 
habited 


( 219 
habited x Body, or Sits at God's xigbt 
hand, 


And as to the Imperfection of the 
Scheme, no wonder it is ſo, ſince we 
can have no juſt and adequate Con- 
ception of Divine Matters, but by fa- 
miliar things; of infinite, but by 
things finite. Nay, ſo narrow are the 
| Bounds of our Comprehenſion, that 


if with St. Paul we were caught up - ha: xi. 


into Paradiſe, yet we ſhould find ne 
heavenly Myſteries there, to be b 
Pac ν,, x ineffable matters, words not 
? poſſuble for a man to utter > becauſe 
it would ſurmount the power of 
Words to expreſs thoſe Myſteries. 


All therefore which I pretend to in 
this Explication, or Illuſtration, is not 
to ſhew you, Madam, how you may 
comprehend the Myſtery, but how you 
may attain ſuch an Idea of it, as we 
have of God himſelf; namely, ſuch as 
is Inper fett, but yet ſufficient to ſatis- 

iy 


(a 
fy yqu of the Pofpbility of the Thing, 
and that there is no Contradiction in it, as 
1 have ſaid. 


And if it conduce to your Satiſ- 
faction, and the Publication of it, to 
the Churches Peace, I have my Aim, 
and to be God the Glory. But if my 
Scheme ſhould be erroneous ( as divers 
Hypotheſes of this kind, both Anci- 
ent and Modern, have proved) eſpeci- 
ally if it ſhould lead to any thing He- 
retical, or tending to Hereſy (which I 
ſubmit to the Learned and Sagacious ) 
J am fo far from being fond of my Opi- 
nion, that I would be the firſt that 
ſhould reject and oppoſe my Errors; my 
deſign being purely to clear, not puzzle 
the Truth, nor to lead you or any o- 
ther Perſon into Error. 
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